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15 December 1857

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistmy of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and
also served as clerk, in addition to reports of problems of members, it was noted that the pillars of the new church
building would cost $60 a piece for a total of $300.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 54a
and 54b.

Page 54a

ARTICLE 5 — (This article is, exce),fogrzta few words, illegible.)
(Concerning the retiitment and extension
of the churcy,to be proposed to the congregation on
Thanksgiving Day.)
ARTICLE 6 — Th,rIieeting was closed with prayer by Brother
A. C. van Raalte
Meeting Held on December 15, 1857
Present were Elders Wilterdink, Apeldoorn, Hekhuis, and Keppel; Deacons Plugger, de
Vries, and D. te Roller; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Zalsman requests that the consistory at the next rental of pews
bear in mind the old debts still owing on the church building. It is judged that this is a
reasonable request, once the interest has been paid.
ARTICLE 3 — The request is made for additional remuneration for the high costs
involved with the pillars. Although it is desirable that these extraordinary expenses
should be borne by the entire congregation, it was, nevertheless, decided that the
congregation must decide this at a congregational meeting. The sum involved is $300.00.
It was moved and approved to ask the carpenters for a specific bill. There were those
who felt that each column (pillar) was to cost $60.00, and consequently the amount
remaining is not $300.00 but $235.00.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided that Widow Elferdink, who has come to us without transfer
from the Netherlands, should receive a committee to talk to her and afterwards announce
that she has been received as a member. Committee consists of Apeldoorn and Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 5 — The membership transfer of Jacob Witte from Polkton was received.
ARTICLE 6 — Broek and Koppel were delegated to go to J. Oonk and his wife.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee assigned to go to Brother Slag has partially completed its
work. He has been back in church. The committee will continue, with Plugger added as
a member.

Page 54b
ARTICLE 8 — Brother Keppel reports concerning the worsening quarrel between
Wiersma and his wife. It is decided to continue to labor with them.
ARTICLE 9 — The committee sent to Mrs. E. Haverkate indicates that she is totally
ignorant.
ARTICLE 10— The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Apeldoorn.

A. C. van Raalte

